In Canon Blackley's evidence before the Royal Coinmission on the subject of old age pensions, he brought forward statistics to prove that more than -12 per cent, of the deaths of persons over the age of GO in England were those of paupers. As he put it, nearly every one of us had a corpse chained to his wrist?some one who, from the age of 60 to the time of his death, was maintained by the rates. This seems appalling, and though some part, perhaps a large part, of this pauperism is due to bad habits of those who become paupers, it cannot all be set down to that score. A statement such as this gives a seeming countenance to the outcry of the popular agitator that the increasing wealth of the rich is more than counterbalanced by the increasing poverty of the poor.
Of Keeping this fact in view, we hope that if ever a national old-age pension scheme is instituted it will be based on the sound principle of self-help.
